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■ South Korea (full text)         
 

Chapter2. Country Reports: South Korea  

 
The Republic of Korea (ROK) demonstrated excellent law enforcement and 
intelligence capabilities, and provided terrorism-related training to law 
enforcement officials from various developing countries. Traditionally focused 
on potential terrorism from the Democratic People's Republic of Korea (DPRK, 
or North Korea), the Korean government broadened its attention to possible 
acts of terror from beyond the Korean Peninsula. Reflecting this shift, the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade (MOFAT), appointed the first Director for 
International Counterterrorism Cooperation in February. Seoul supported U.S. 
goals in Afghanistan and maintained the third-largest foreign troop 
contingent in Iraq, where it has committed $260 million in assistance since 
2004. The Korean government remained a valued international partner in the 
fight against terror financing and money laundering.  

 

In December, the Republic of Korea agreed to participate in the Secure 
Freight Initiative, which will provide screening for radiation of all cargo bound 
for the United States. On aviation security, the government participated in 
the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO)'s Universal Safety 
Oversight Audit Program and contributed over 500,000 US$ to ICAO 
activities. In November, the Republic of Korea joined other APEC member 
nations in endorsing U.S. security initiatives on aviation security, 
bioterrorism and food defense, and the protection of commercial and 
financial sectors from abuse by proliferators of weapons of mass destruction. 
It also took a number of bilateral antiterrorism measures in the region. In 
November, the governments of Korea and the Philippines launched a joint 
study on the development of a national computer emergency response team 
to combat cyber crime. In December, Korea and Indonesia agreed to 
continue cooperation against transnational crime, including terrorism and 
security in the Malaka and Singapore Straits. The Korean government also 
held bilateral counterterrorism consultations with Australia, Singapore, India, 
Vietnam, Russia, and China.  

http://www.state.gov/s/ct/rls/crt/2006/82731.htm


 

Korean immigration and law enforcement agencies have an excellent record 
of tracking suspicious individuals entering their territory and reacting quickly 
to thwart potential terrorist acts. The government conducted a Man Portable 
Air Defense System (MANPADS) vulnerability assessment of Incheon 
International Airport in September, and began examining various 
countermeasures, including a three-level alert system, increased local patrols, 
and enhanced public education.  

 

Seoul continued its active participation in regional training and capacity 
building programs. The Korean government hosted representatives from the 
Middle East, Latin America, and elsewhere in Asia for training in crime 
prevention, criminal justice, counterterrorism, forensic science, anti-piracy 
and terrorism management, prevention of money laundering, and narcotics 
law enforcement.  

 
 
 
■ North Korea (full text) 
 
Chapter3, State Sponsors of Terrorism: North Korea 
 
The Democratic People's Republic of Korea (DPRK) was not known to have 
sponsored any terrorist acts since the bombing of a Korean Airlines flight in 
1987. The DPRK continued to harbor four Japanese Red Army members who 
participated in a jet hijacking in 1970. The Japanese government continued 
to seek a full accounting of the fate of the 12 Japanese nationals believed to 
have been abducted by DPRK state entities; five such abductees have been 
repatriated to Japan since 2002. In the February 13, 2007 Initial Actions 
Agreement, the United States agreed to "begin the process of removing the 
designation of the DPRK as a state-sponsor of terrorism."  
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