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The United States hopes that the State Department's annual Country Reports on Human Rights
Practices "will be a source of information for governments and societies everywhere and a source
of inspiration for all who are still working for peaceful, democratic change around the globe,"
according to Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice.

The reports, submitted annually to Congress as mandated by U.S. law, examine the status of
human rights in 2006 in 196 countries and entities. The reports describe the performance of
governments in putting into practice their international commitments on human rights.
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